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Traveling?
The Yala translation group chose the week between Christmas and New
Year's Day to hold a workshop to work on translation principles and
reading, so Chuck dutifully began the 300 mile trip to Yala on December
27th. Because of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria Synodical Convention's
being scheduled for early January, it looked like a two-week trip. Since
checks and credit cards are not widely accepted here, it is necessary to
carry cash on trips. Also. Chuck was helping to transport equipment for
one of our Ogoja language teams, which means that in the car were two
computers, two printers, two voltage stabilizers (to protect equipment
from voltage fluctuations), and a generator, in addition to the books and
papers for the Yala workshop. Drinking water, clothes, and buckets to
wash the clothes are par for the course.

About half way through the trip, in the city of Lafia, the car gradually lost
power. There was nothing obviously wrong. The rotor, breaker points,
coil, and fuel pump looked fine. (Yes, there was fuel in the fuel tank.:-) )
The next question was what to do with a full car that doesn't move. Since
that question was too difficult to answer, Chuck removed the air cleaner
and saw that the choke had blown shut. Because of the warm weather
here, it is common for mechanics to disconnect chokes. One would have
assumed that the choke would have been fastened open, but that was not
the case. While the car was only on the side of the road for 15 minutes, it
was a powerful reminder of who is in control.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings!

As years and times and seasons change, we are reminded that God created
the world in an orderly fashion, and that God is still in control. A couple
of recent events highlighted this for us.
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Leading?

Immediately after the Yala
workshop. Chuck was invited
to participate in the wedding of
the daughter of one of our
pastors in the Ogoja area. A
number of ministers were
involved. As people from
several different language
groups were present, Chuck
was invited to lead the
exchanging of vows. As soon as Chuck began to talk. the choir began
singing. Since Chuck had earlier asked the other ministers not to scold


